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1.Presbyterians stand for the 
majesty, praise, and sovereignty of 
God.

2.Presbyterians are formed by and 
reformed by God’s Word through 
the leading of the Holy Spirit.



3.  Presbyterians are more concerned 
about the glory of God and the 
coming of God’s reign than the 

salvation of souls.

• What is the chief end of man?  Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and enjoy 
him forever.

• We trust in God’s sovereign love to 
save the world.  

• We view faith as a mystery and as a 
response to God’s grace.  



• Faithshaping by Stephen Jones.

• Jones talks about shaping faith by both 
nearness and directness.



Nearness:  Being near to faith and its 
traditions and practices is pivotal to 

nurture with youth.

• Adults regularly verbalize their own 
commitments to God and youth experience how 
much faith is valued by important adults.

• The young person feels she is an integral part 
of the church.  

• Families regularly express their faith.

• The young person develops deep, healthy 
relationships with adult Christians models.  



Directness:  There must be specific times 
when the issues of faith are presented 

directly to young people.
• The message of the gospel is presented in an 

appealing, fair, and meaningful way.

• The focus on a decision is seen as only one 
aspect of the journey of faith.

• Young people are offered a faith decision in 
relation to their maturity, life experience, and 
interest.

• We help youth address their own questions of 
faith.



4.  Presbyterians believe the Holy 
Community is the best expression of 

Christ’s body on earth.

• So we are a committee people and a 
connected people.



• Ruling Elder Cynthia Bolbach of the National 
Capital Presbytery, moderator of the 219th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.).



4.  Presbyterians believe the Holy 
Community is the best expression of 

Christ’s body on earth.
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connected people.

• The call from God comes both 
corporately and individually.  Both must 
be present for the call to be valid.

• We experience God’s grace notes
through the holy community. 
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